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hen dealing with family law cases, media- laws requiring financial support. There are
Wtors act as third-party neutrals and are several questions that we must consider before
generally mental health and financial pro- we start working with a new mediation client:
fessionals or attorneys. Mediators have tremendous
flexibility in applying the principles of this problem- ®  Should we integrate the rules and guidelines
solving approach to reaching agreement in any one into the discussions? If so, when and how?
case, and some may use a more facilitative or evalu-
ative approach, depending on training and client ®  Should we bring up the formula-based solu-
needs. Mediators cannot give legal advice; this is tion proactively or wait until one of the cli-
true even when the neutral is an attorney. Deciding ents references them?
whether, how, and when to introduce formula-based
court rules or state laws occurs on a spectrum. In » If one or both clients is not represented by
this article, three professionals, each from a different legal counsel, how will we balance the need
discipline, discuss their approach to the following to educate the client with potentially pro-
important issue: viding legal advice?
Mediation is a needs-based process, how- ° If one or both clients has an incor-
ever, there may be a conflict between these rect understanding of the guidelines but
needs and formula-based court rules or state both agree on a solution, what is our
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